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near the stool that bears the symbols of the fifteen goddesses.
The pots are covered and put one on each side of the stool,
and the bride (or her father) says: c I give these two earthen
pots to the sisters of my forefathers'. After the wedding is
over, the living aunts may claim these two pots, or give them
to the priests. Meanwhile thirty-six pots of sizes varying
from big to very little have now to be arranged. Twelve poles
are erected so as to enclose a square, three poles being put
close together at each of the four corners. In the centre of
each of these groups of three poles the earthen pots are
arranged in four sets of nine pots standing on each other*
Each pyramid of pots is tied with a string which goes ^ from
comer to corner round the square. This enclosed square, as
we shall see, is used on the actual wedding day.
The astrologer is now consulted again, whilst there is still
time to combat malign influences. If he finds that the planet
Mars exercises an evil influence over the bridegroom, the lad
will be made to wear a gold ring, set with coral, on the third
finger of his right hand If the planet Jupiter is unfavourable
to the bride, certain mantras are repeated as often as nineteen
thousand times, and presents are made to Brahmans of all
sorts of yellow things, such as gold, a piece of yellow cloth, or
a brass begging-bowl. If, however, it proves to be the sun
that unfortunately is adverse to the bridegroom, a special
mantra is said six thousand times, and a gift of white things,
such as silver, muslin, aluminium, or diamonds, is made to
Bjrahmans. (The influences are frequently found to be
adverse!)
It is thought better, as a rule, when arranging a marriage,
that the bride and the bridegroom should not live in the same
village;l but on the day before the wadding the bridegroom
and all his friends come to the bride's town. It is the
prettiest sight to see in the early spring cartloads of merry
children, all, like Mrs. Gilpin, on pleasure bent* The very
oxen that draw the wedding cart are caparisoned with
1 Contr. Hopkins, Religions of Indit^ p, 370.